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T ™ perémn g dwtpoeng tov gidovg Sarda sarda mpoypatoroOnKoy deryHOTOANYieg
o€ TePLoyEG Tov Atyaiov kot Tov Toviov pe KukAKa diytva, Tapacvpopeva diytoa Kol Toporyd-
S amd 10 €10¢ 1998 émg to €tog 2002. EEetdiotnke TO GTOMOYIKO TTEPEPYOUEVO 253 aTOU®V,
TOV 0molMV T0 PEcovpaio uNMKog Kupdvinke omd 7,2 €wg 61,7 cm. O deiktng KevotnTog NTov
VYNAGS (55%) Tapovctalovtog OTUOVTIKES SIKVIAVOELS Omd UMV G UNVE KOl QTAVOVTOS GE
TOAD VYNAL emtinedo Katd To yeymva. H mAnpotnta tov otopayion Ntay 1010itepa Yo unAn oto.
veapd atopo. H ovvBeon g dlontag tomv atopumv £6e1&e 0Tt TPOKELTOL Y10 GOPKOPAYO £100G TOL
TpEPeTOL KLplwg pe kpotepa yapta. Ta emikpatéotepa 10N TV LIKPE TEAAYIKA TOV OUKOYE-
veliwv Engraulidae ko Clupeidae. Ot tpogukoi ovvieheotés (Q) mov voroyiotnkay oy 1030
yia 10 €idog Engraulis encrasicholus, 259 yw 1o €idog Sardina pilchardus kol 73 ywo. to €100g
Sardinella aurita. TlopoamnpnOnke 0TL To veapd ATopa TPEPOVTOL GXEOOV OTOKAEIGTIKA e LKPEL
TEAYIKA £10M Yop1dV VD TOL EVAAMKA ATOLO £XOVV 10 TOKIAO 3101TOAOY10 TO 0TT0i0 TEPIAOUPEL-
VEL 1oL TOIKIMaL TEAQY KOV Yaplov, Beviomehayikdv Kot fevOikdv. Alamiotdinke 6TL 1 Teploym
GUAMYNG KOt TO VA0 dev EmMPealel oNUOVTIKG T cHVOEGT TOL GTOUAYIKOD TEPIEXOUEVOUL.
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In order to study the diet of the Atlantic Bonito (Sarda sarda), sampling took place from 1988
to 2002 in regions of the Aegean and the lonian Seas, with purse seines, drift nets and long lines.
The stomach content of 253 individuals was examined. Their fork length ranged from 7,2 to
61,7 cm. The vacuity index was high (55%) showing wide fluctuation among months, reaching
very high values during winter. The stomach fullness was very low in juvenile individuals. The
diet composition of the samples showed that Sarda sarda is a carnivorous species, which feeds
mainly on smaller fish. The dominant species were the small pelagic of the families Engraulidae
and Clupeidae. The trophic indices (Q), which were calculated, were 1030 for the species En-
graulis encrasicholus, 259 for the species Sardina pilchardus and 73 for the species Sardinella
aurita. It was observed that juveniles feed almost exclusively on small pelagic fish species while
adults have a more diverse diet consisting of a variety of pelagic, demersal, and benthic species.
The stomach content composition was not significantly affected by area and sex.
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